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For the more healthy police of the city ‘of Nat. 
- chez, and to provide against infectious and pesti- 
dential diseases. Í 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the State of Mississippi, in 
General Assembly convened, That there shall be 
annually appoluted and commissioned, by the per- 
son administering the government of this state, five 
commissioners of health and police, for the city of 
Natchez, resident within the limits of said city, who 
shall continue in office onc year, from the first day of 
January, next succeeding their appointment; and all 
vacancies, from death, resignation or otherwise, shall 
be filled and supplicd, for the residue of the year, by 
the same authority. 
бес. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
clerk of the president and select men of said city, 
shall, ex officio, be clerk of the board of said com- 
missioners ; and keep a journal of their proceedings, 
and do and perform every thing incident. to the 
office and duties of a clerk of said board. And said 
board of commissioners may hold their meetings at 
the place designated for holding the meetings of the 


4 
president and selectmen of said city, orat such other 
place as said boari mav appoint. 

Sec. 3. And be it fi ether enacted, That it shall 
be the duty ot said commissioners to cause common 
sewers, drains and vaults, to be made in any part of 
said city ; and to order and direct the cutting of ry 
. street into any drain or sewer ; and to order and direct 
the cleansing and scouring of any street, vault, drain, 
Sink, or sewer ; and the filling üp, or levelling any 
vault, sink, celler, drain or sewer ; and the discontinue 
ance, levelling or filling up,of any alley within said city & 
and the raising, reducing, levelling or fencing in, of 
any vacant, occupied or improved lot, in said city, as, 
in their opinion, shall most contribute to the health 
and convenience there: f. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That said 
board of commissioners shall cause estimates of 
the expences of ennforming to the regulations cons 
tained in the preceding section to be made, and a just 
and equitable assessment thereof, among the own rs 
or occupants of all the houses and lots intended to be 
benefitted thereby, and in proportion, as nearly as 
ma: be, to the advantage, which each mav be deemed, 
toacquire, and the injury which might result from 
the neglect of such regulation on any particular lot 
Or lots: and said board of commissioners shall ap- 
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point such skilful, competent and disinterested рег. 
gons, as they may deem proper, to make every such 
estimate and asscssment; who, before they enter upon 
the execution of their trüst, shall severally make oath 
before said board of commissioners, or some one of 
them, which oath said hoard of commissioners, orany 
one of them, is hereby authorized to administer, to 
make said estimate and assessment fairly and impartial. 
ly, according to the best-of their skill and judgment. 
And the said persons, after having made such estimate 
and assessment, shall certify the same in writing to 
the said board of commissioners, which, being rati- 
fied by said board of commissioners, shall be bind- 
ing and conclusive upon the owners and occupants 
of such lots, so to be assessed, respectively, and shall 
be a lien or charge on every such lot ; ang the own- 
ers or occupants shall also b? respectively liable, on 
demand, to pay the sum, at which such houses or 
lots shall be so assessed, to such person as the said 
board of commissioners shall appoint to receive the 
same ; and in default of such payment, or any part 
thereof, it shall be lawful for said board of commis- 
sioners, by a warrant attested by their clerk, to levy 
the same by distress. and sale of the goods and chát- 
tels of suth owner or occupant, refusing or negtecting 
to pay the same : апа ће money when collected or 
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received, shall be applied to the purpose, for which the 
same was so assessed. And when the person,to whem 
such warrant may be directed, shall return there 
on, thatthe owncr or occupant of such lot, has no 
goods or chattels, found within the limits of said city, 
ү/һегеоп distress can be made, it shall be lawful for 
said board of commissioners to issuc thiir warrant, 
reciting such return, commanding the person, to 
whom said last mentioned warrant may be directed, 
to sell the lot so assessed, cr so much thereof, at pub- 
lic auction, as shalt- be sufficient to pay the sum as- 
sessed thereon and costs : and the pcrson, to whom 
said last mentioned warrant may be directed, 15 here- 
by authorized to sell, at public auction, to the high- 
est bidder, suid lat, or so much thereofas shall be 
sufficient tg pay the amount, so assessed thereon, and 
costs, having advertised the time and place of such 
sale, at Icast thirty days, in same public newspaper, 
printed ір said city, and to convey to the purchaser 
all the right, title, and interest of such owner or oce 
cupant to such lot, or such part thereof, as may. 
be sold as aforesaid : provided, that the expense in- 
curred in opening drains, the construction of sewers 
and vaults, the cleansing and scouring the same, іп 
the public streets, the raising, reducing and levelling 
the streets, in the said city, shall be defrayed out of 
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the funds belonging to the city : And provided also, 
that the making of side walks, and pavements, on 
sides of streets, shall be done at the expense of the 
` owner or occupant of the lot, which such side walks 
and pivements shall front: And provided also, that, 
if the said owner, his or her heirs, or assigns, shall 
pay to the purchaser of апу lof, or lots, or parts there- 
of, sold under the provisions of this act, his heirs, or 
assigns, or to the said commissioners, or their trea. 
surer, within twelve months after the sale, the amount 
which shall have been assessed on such lot, together 
with all costs, with intcrest thereon, at the rate of one 


hundred per cent. per annum, the sale so made shall 


be void, and the purchaser or purchasers ,his, her or 
t' eir heirs or assigns, shall ге-солусу the same to said 
, owner, his heirs or assigns, according'y. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted,. That when 
no agrcement shall exist, between landlord and te- 
nant, respecting the payment of the charges to be as. 
sessed as aforesaid, the same, as between such land. 
lord and tenant, shall be considered as payable by the 
landlord or owner of the lot aforesaid ; and if any 
money, soto be assessed, be pad by any person, 
when by avreement, or by law, the same ought to 
-have beca paid bysome other person, it shall then 


be lawfulfor the person paying to recover the mon- 
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еу so paid, with interest and costs, as so much mone 
еу paid for the use of the person, who oucht to have 
paid the same ; and the assessment aforesaid, with 
proof of payment, shall be conclusive evidence in 
such suit. 

Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That said 
board of commissioners shall have power and sue 
thority to order and direct the removal, without the 
limits of said city, or о some other place of safcty 
therein, of any damaged cotton, cotton seed, stable 
or other manure, tainted provision, iniccted goods, 
wares or mechandize, or other matter or commodity, 
which they may deem prejudicial to the health of the 
inhabitants of said city ; and the owner or cecupant of 
any lot or building, on, or in which such cotton, cotton 
seed, stable or other manure, tainted provisions, іше 
fected goods, warcs or merchandize, or other matter 
or commodity, шау be situated, refusing or neg. 
lecting to remove the same, within thc time dirceted 
Бу said board of commissioners, shal! be Hable to a 
fine of ten dollars for cach days neglect or delay in 
removing thc same, to be recovered before апу ma. 
gistrate or court, haysipg Jurisdiction thereof. 

OEC. 7. And bert further enacted, lat it shal 
be the duty of said board of coni missloriers to keep 


inorasr the burying ground, now used in sid city. 
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and from time to time, designate and lay out such 
other burying grou d. or burying grounds, as they 
may deem necessar ; and to regulate the bury ings 
therein, and to appoint a sexton to such burying 
ground, and prescribe his duties and. compensation, 
And the body of no white person shall be buried, 
within the limit. of said city, in any other place, 
thin the burying ground, now uscd in said city, or 
in such other as said bourd of commissioners may 
designate; and every prrson offending in the premises 
shall be deemed guilty ofa misdemeanor, and,on соп- 
viction thereof, shall be fined in a sum not excecding 
one hundred dollars. And it shall, in like manner, be 
the duty of said board of commissioners to designate 
апа. lay out such burying ground, in said city; as 
they may decm necessary, for the interment of the 
bodies of slaves and coloured persons; and any person 
or persons, interring the body of any slave or colours 
ed person in any plac in said city, other than the 
burying ground so designated, shall be deemed рші. 
ty of a misdemeanor; and, оп conviction thereof, shall 
bc fined in a sum not exceeding fitty dollars. 

бес. 8. Andbe «t further enacted, That when any 
white person shall dic, in said city, the physician of 
surgeon, who shall have attended such person, in his 


or her last sickness, shall leave a note in writing, sign- 
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ed with his name, with some one of the family in the 
house, where such person shail have died, specifying 
the name and apparent age of the deceased, and the 
disease of which he or she have died; and every phy- 
. Sictan or surgeon, rcfusing or neglecting to make and 
deliver such note, shall forfcit the sum of twenty dol- 
lars ; and that no sexton, of any burying ground in 
said city, shall permit any dead body of a white per- 
son to be interred therein until he shall have receiv. 
ed such note signed as aforesaid, or in case no phy- 
sician or surgeon shall have attended such deceased, 
or the physician or surgeon, who did attend, have re- 
fused or neglected to deliver such note, then a like 
note,signed by some one of the family in which such 
person shall have died ; the contents of which said 
note shall be entered,by said sexton, on a blank sched- 
ule to be furnished by said board of commissioners, 
and delivered with said schedule on Saturday in evcry 
. week to the clerk of said board of commissioners 
for publication, whose duty it shall be to cause the 
said list of deaths to be published weekly in the news- 
papers printed in the city of Natchez, under the pe n- 
alty of fifty dollars for each neglect, And every sexton 
or other person, having charge of any burying ground 
in said city, refusing or neglecting the duties requir- 
ed by this act, shall forfeit the sum of twenty dollars, 
Гог every such offence. 
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Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of said board of commissioners, to ap- 
point annually some suitable person (being a skilful 
physician) a health officer, who shall continue in of- 
fice until the first day of January next succeeding his 
appointment; and it shall also be the duty of said board 
of commissioners to keep some suitable person station- 
ed at the place commonly called Bacon's Landing, a- 
bout two miles below said city of Natchez, from the 
first day of June until the first day of November, to 
' give notice to said board of commissioners, and health 
officer of the arrival of any vessel, boat or baage, of 
the description in the next succeeding section. l 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That all ves- 
sels, steam boats, barges or other boats, ascending the 
river Mississippi, after the first day of June, and be- 
fore the first day of November, from any piace beyond 
the limits of this statc, aud bound to Natchez, or any 
other place within the limits of this state, between said 
Bacon’s Landing and the mouth of the river Yazoo, 
shall come to,at said Bacon's Landing,or anchor oppo- 
site thereto, and be subject to the examination of said 
health officer,and to the direction of said board of com- 
missioners; and it shall be the duty of said health of- 
ficer to repair immediately on board of said vessel, 
Steam boat, barge or other boat, and there to make 
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Strict search, examination and enquiry,as to the health 
of the officers,passengers,seamen or boat hands,and in- 
to the state and condition of the cargo and contents of 
such vessel, boat or barge respectively: and in order 
that he may be érabled n ore effectually to make such 
examination, it shall be lawful for him to put all such 
questions to the persons on board, as he may decm 
needful and necessary; and the persons,to whom such 
questions shall be put, may be required to answer 
the same on oath, which oath, said health officer is 
hereby authorized to administer; and every person, . 
swearing falsely in the premiscs, shall be liable to the 
pains and penalties of wilful and corrupt perjury. And 
any person who shall oppose or obstruct the health. 
officer, in performing the duties required of him by 
this act, shall be considered guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and be fined in a sum not exceeding five hundred 
dollars. And it Һай he the duty of said health officer, 
whenever, on such examination, he shall judgé such 


vessel, steam boat&barge or other boat, clean, safe 


and free from infeétfon, and her officers, passengers 
and crew, healthy and free from all contagious dis- 
eases, to give a permit in writing, for such vessel, 
steam boat, barge or other boat, to proceed, land 
and unload her cargo, at any place within this state ; 


апа any vessel, steam boat, barge or other boat, as- 


18 


cending the river Mississippi, from апу place bevond 
the limits of this state, after the first day of June, 
and before the first day of November, which shall 
come to, or land, at any place within this state, be. 
` tween said Bacon's Landing, and the mouthof the Ya. 
zoo, or land any passenger, or other person therefron., 
or uulade, or put on shore, any goods wares or mer- 
chandize, from such vessel, steam boat, barge, or 
other boat, within said limits, without such permit, 
the capta'n, owner or other person, having charge of 
the same, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on conviction thereof, shall be fined in a sum, 
not less than five hundred dollars, nor exceeding 
two thousand dollars, 

SEC. ll. And be £ further enacted, That when 
the said health officer, on the aforesaid examination, 
shall find that any such vessel, steam boat, barge, or 
other boat, shall have arrivedfrom any place where 
yellow fever, or other pestilential fever, prevailed at 
the time of her departure thence, or if, during her 
voyage, any person shall have died, or been sick, on 
board, with such fever, or if, in the judgment of said 
health officer, there shall be reason to believe, that 
such vessel, steam boat, barge, or other boat is іп- 
fectious, or has оп board articles suspected of con- 
taining infectious matter, whether brought from foe 
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reign parts, or generated on board, it shall be the 
duty of the said health officer, immediately to report 
the same specially in writing to said board of com. 
missioners, and to direct said vessel, steam boar, 
barge, or other boat, her officers, passengers, seamen 
or boat hands, to remain at said Bacons's Landing, 
or opposite thereto, which is hereby declared (о be 
the place of quarantine, until the determination of 
said board of commissioners be notifizd in relation 
thereto: and it shall be the duty of said board of com- 
missioners, on such report, to order and direct such 
vessel, steam boat,- barge or other boat, to remain at 
quarantine for such space of time as they may deem 
necessary, not exceeding forty days, and to direct 
the unlading, and detaining of her cargo, at said Ba- 
cons's Landing, if they deem the same necessary, 
and to make such order respecting the landing of 
the officers, passengers, scameu, or boat hands, on 
board, as they may deem safe and expedient : Also, 


to direct the cleansing and white-washing of such 
vessel, steam boat, barge, or other boat, in such man- 
ner, as in their judgment;may be necessary. And evc- 
ry master, owner, consignee, and person having 
charge of such vessel, steam boat, barge, or other 
boat, refusing to comply with such requisitions of 
said health officer, or board of commissioners, shall 
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be considered guilty of a misdemeanor, and on cons 
viction thereof, shall be fined in a sum, not exceeding 
tivo thousand dollars; and every officer, passenger, 
seaman or boat hand, of, or coming in such vessel; 
steam boat, barge, or other boat, who shall leave 
said quarantine, or go to апу place, contrary to the 
directions of said health officer, or board of commis- 
sioners, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeaner, 
and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined in a sum, 
not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 12. And be (t further enacted, That it 
‘shall be the duty, and in the power of said board of 
commissioners, to order to tlie place of quaranttine, 
or to some other place of safety, any vessel, steam 
boat, barge or other boat, at the landing ofthe city 
of Natchez, or in the vicinity, which they may deem 
prejudicial to public health ; and in case the master, 
owner or consigucc, of such vessel, steam boat, 
barge or other boat, shall refuse ог neglect to obey 
such order, the person, so offending, shall be consid. 
ered guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
thereof, shall be finedin a sum not exceeding one 
thousand dollars ; and if such master, owner ог con- 
signee, cannot be found, or shall refuse or neglect 
to obey such order, said board of commissioners 


shall have power to remove, as aforesaid, such ves- 
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sel, steam boat, barge or other boat, at the expense 
of such master, owner or consignee. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That no ves- 
Sel, steam boat, barge or other boat, arriving from a. 
ny place, at any time, having on board any pcrson 
sick of any yellow or pestilential fever, or othcr con- 
tagious or infectious disease, or on board of which, 
any persons shall have died during the voyage, of such 
Есуег or disease, shal bc permitted to come to, or 
land, at any landing place within the limits of the city 
of Natchez, until the master, owner or consignee, 
shall have reported such vessel, steam boat, barge or 
ether boat, and her situation, and that of the persons 
on board, as to the circumstances above mentioned,to 
the said Board of commissioners; whose duty it shall 


be to cause such vessel, steam boat, barge or other 
boat, to be immediately visited by the health officer; 
and, on his report, make such order for the removal 
of such vessel, steam boat, barge or other boat, as 
they are authorised to make, and execute, in case of 
vesscls, steam boats, barges or other boats, at the 
landing, or its vicinity, by the preceding section of 
this act, under the same penalties for disobedience 
thereof; and said beard of commissioners shall fur- 
thermore, make such order, as to the removal or 


landing of any sick, or other person оп board or 
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buch vessel, steam boat, barge or other boat, as by 
them may be deemed expedient ; and any master, 
owner or consigne, who shall land, or -bring to, or 
-cause to be landed, or brought to, any such ves- 
sel, steam boat, barge or other boat, at said landing 
or shall land any person therefrom, without having 
made such report, other than the person landed to 
make the same, or after making such report, shall 
land, or bring to, such vessel, steam boat, barge or 
other boat, or land any person therefrom, contrary to 
the direction of said board of commissioners, shall be 
deemed guilty ofa, misdemeanor, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall be fined in in а sum not exceeding two 
thousand dollars. 

Siow 14. Jud be it further enacted, That the 
right of Icasing and regulating the ferry, from the 
landing at the city of Natchez, to Мдаа, in the 
coun of Concorcia, апе state of Louisiana, bc vest- 
edan the ce Lorabion of said city, according (0 an or- 
Ginance of sind city, now In force respecting the 
sane, or such ordinances as muy be алаи adopt- 
ed; but said ferry skall be атда а асо. under the 
express condiion, taat the furry rab, or peraan keep- 
Ang said ferry, shai at ail times take the hoali oficer 


оп board Галу vessel, steam boot, bared ср other 
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to be mud by the captua, omuey, er Ondes “АН 
thercecf, to wit: for every Joop, иесін, er елі 
veux", ethar than the vens bercaker mouthed, 
the sum or ten dollars, and one donor for wich ard 
every wusscnger on Loard sail vessel; dor every 
steam beat, the sam often cciluas, and one dellar. for 
each and every passenger, сг board said ооа; for evc- 
ry barge, the sum often dolars; for every kel boat, 
the sum of ive collars, 

Sec. 16. And бе it further enccicd, That said 
board of commissioners are hercby autherized to 
erect a temporary Losvital, at or near said Bacon’s 
Landi, for the reception of such sick persors as the 
heath officer, may ut any time think proper to re- 
move on shore fur their better accommodation, or 


cure, or to prevent the spreadiug of aby infectious or 
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pestilential disease : And said hospital shall be under 
dé goveraunt and direction of suid board of com- 
ulssiguers, а, n attendance or sal heaith officer, 

SES. Deut Ge di ae enacted, That a 
зп, рогу of said board of cummmissioners, shall consti- 
tulcu n iorum to do business. 

13. had be it fertier enacted, That nothing 
s Ls aet contained, snail prevent the common law l 
romeny oor List nuisances. 

Sec. 19. «fid be it further enacted, That the рег- 
gon excercising the government of this state, for the 
time being, is hereby authorized and empowered, by 
and with the consent of caid board of commissioners, 
at any time when they may deem it safe, to sus- 
pend by proclamation, for such limited time, as they 
may decm cy pedicnt, the operation of so much of 
this act, as rclates to the visiting, examination, quar- 
antinc or stoppage of any vessels, steam boats, barges 
cr other boats, and of the persons and cargoes therein, 
_before the landing of such vessels, steam - boats, 
barges or other boats, or persons, at the said city of 
Natchez, 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That all fines 
and penalties, imposed by this act, shall and may be 
sued for, and recovered, by said board of commission- 
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59 
ers, in their names or the rame of any опе of them, 
and shall be reccived and applied by them towards 
defraying the expenses incident to the execution of 
this act. 

Sec. 21. And be it further 7, That, if any 
-person be sued for any thing donc in pursuance of 
this act, it shall’ be lawful for such person to plead 
the general issue, and to give this act, ahd the special 
matter in evidence. l 

Sec: 22: And be it further enacted, ‘That this 
act, and every part thereof, shall at all times hereafter 
be subject to be altered, amended or repealed, as the 
legislature of the state; may deem advisable. 

TH. BARNES, 
Sheaker of the Haas of Representatives. 
D. STEWART, 
, Lieutenant Governor, and President of the Senates 
AFPROVED, February 5. 1818. 


DAVID HOLMES, 


Governor of the S'uts «/ Missiesif fif, 


